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A quick look at the 
Comprehensive Theming

https://edx.readthedocs.io/projects/edx-installing-configuring-and-running/en/latest/configur
ation/changing_appearance/theming/ 

https://edx.readthedocs.io/projects/edx-installing-configuring-and-running/en/latest/configuration/changing_appearance/theming/
https://edx.readthedocs.io/projects/edx-installing-configuring-and-running/en/latest/configuration/changing_appearance/theming/


Templates
● Modifying existing text.
● Adding new elements.
● Modifying the behavior of existing components.
● Changing the content of emails sent with edx-ace (registration confirmation, 

password reset, etc.).



CSS
Changing the colors/sizes/placement/existence of the existing elements.



JavaScript (static assets)
More specific use-cases. Examples:
● Reordering fields on the Account Settings page.
● Adding custom fields to the Account Settings page.
● Modifying the number of results of the dashboard search functionality.
● Customizing input behaviors.



JavaScript: adding new 
functionalities

https://github.com/open-craft/custom-unit-icons-theme 

https://github.com/open-craft/custom-unit-icons-theme


Translations
● i18n/conf/locale/en/LC_MESSAGES/django.po
● lms/static/js/i18n/en/djangojs.js



MFE Branding

Source: 
https://open-edx-proposals.readthedocs.io/en/latest/architectural-decisions/oep-0048-brand-customization.html 

https://open-edx-proposals.readthedocs.io/en/latest/architectural-decisions/oep-0048-brand-customization.html


Do I really need this override?

https://github.com/openedx
/edx-platform/pull/31715 

https://github.com/openedx/edx-platform/pull/31715
https://github.com/openedx/edx-platform/pull/31715


edx-simple-theme



edx-simple-theme usage
1. Clone https://github.com/open-craft/edx-simple-theme.
2. In the edx-simple-theme directory, run:

echo -e "@import 'common-variables';\n" > lms/static/sass/_lms-overrides.scss
3. Create the lms/static/sass/common-variables.scss file with variables defined in the README. E.g.:



Installing a Comprehensive Theme (devstack)

edx-platform/lms/envs/devstack.py

devstack/options.local.mk



Installing an MFE branding package (devstack)

devstack/options.local.mk



Installing edx-simple-theme (Ansible deployment)



Future improvements
● Design tokens: https://github.com/openedx/paragon/pull/1929 
● Modular Micro-frontend domains: 

https://github.com/openedx/open-edx-proposals/pull/410 
● Common stylesheet for all MFEs: https://github.com/openedx/frontend-platform/pull/351 

https://github.com/openedx/paragon/pull/1929
https://github.com/openedx/open-edx-proposals/pull/410
https://github.com/openedx/frontend-platform/pull/351
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