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But first: Who’s here?



Questions? Write them down! 

https://bit.ly/edx-annotate 

https://bit.ly/edx-annotate


Why social annotation?
What is





Why social annotation?

Theoretical grounding:

● Constructivism: Learning through meaning-making

● Social Cognitive Theory: Learning through dynamic interaction

● Situated Cognition: Learning through application in context

● Cognitive Apprenticeship: Learning through making thinking visible



Why social annotation?

Research findings:

● “When it is used socially in online classes, web annotation can 
support social reading, group sensemaking, knowledge 
construction, and community building” (Zhu et al, 2020).

● “...students derived value from both writing their own annotations 
and also from being exposed to and reading peer annotations” (Kalir 
et al, 2020).



Why social annotation?

Doer Effect

Get learners to 
“do stuff” with 
course content Visible Learning

“Are they even 
doing the 
readings?”

Scaffolding

Model expert 

thinking in 

context
Directed Attention

Where should 
learners focus? 
Do they?

Democratized Learning
Learners are also contributors

Situated 
Engagement
Take notes in and 
on the relevant 
material



Why social annotation?

How is this different from…

Notes? Discussions?

Situated directly in 
relevant course 
content

Encourage social 
learning and diverse 

perspectives

SA



Tool & platform choices*

Open Source

Harvardx 
Annotation Tool 

(HxAT)

License per User

eTextbook Model

*Open edX compatible (LTI) 
& built for education



Tool & platform choices

What will learners annotate?





Tool & platform choices

What other features do you need?





What are the use cases and challenges?

https://bit.ly/edx-annotate 

https://bit.ly/edx-annotate
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Further Reading

● Reid, Alan J.: Marginalia in Modern Learning Contexts

● #MarginalSyllabus Project

● Hypothesis: Liquid Margins

● Harvard Project Zero: Visible thinking

● University of Albany: What is cognitive apprenticeship?

● Colorado State University: What is writing to learn?

https://www.igi-global.com/book/marginalia-modern-learning-contexts/204628
https://marginalsyllab.us/
https://web.hypothes.is/liquid-margins/
https://pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking
https://knilt.arcc.albany.edu/Unit_1:_What_is_cognitive_apprenticeship%3F
https://wac.colostate.edu/repository/resources/teaching/intro/wtl/
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