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Digital Credentials

What the future holds and how 
can we all help to get there

What Open edX has today
What edX is building for tomorrow



What is a
digital credential?



““A digital credential is a 
proof of qualification, 

competence, or 
clearance that is 

attached to a person.

It proves something 
about their owner”



Understanding Why

“Efforts and courage are not enough 

without purpose and direction.”
- John F. Kennedy



Why is this important

Credentials are not the end.

They are the beginning.



Today

“The best preparation for tomorrow 

is doing your best today.” 
- H. Jackson Brown, Jr.



Today

Program 
Certificates Open Badges v1.0 Course Certificates



Tomorrow

“Tomorrow belongs to those who can hear it coming.”
- David Bowie 



Student Records



Student Records



Student Records



Student Records



Beyond

“Once we accept our limits, we go beyond them”
- Albert Einstein



Beyond

OpenBadges v2.0



Let’s Get There Together!

● Move Course Certificates to credentials 
● Add Course Records to credentials
● Improve Certificate configuration

● Integration points for other systems/protocols
○ xAPI, BlockCerts, etc

https://github.com/edx/credentials/


Thanks!

@bill

bill@edx.org

@bderusha
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Presentation Design
This presentation uses the following typographies and colors:

Colors used

Free Fonts used:
http://www.1001fonts.com/oswald-font.html
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SlidesCarnival icons are 
editable shapes. 

This means that you can:
● Resize them without 

losing quality.
● Change line color, 

width and style.

Isn’t that nice? :)

Examples:


